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June 3, 2014  (Salzburg, Austria) 
 
I wake up at 5:30 AM, take a quick shower and am out of the 
hotel by 6:10 AM to go do our laundry. 
 
The hotel gave me directions to take the #2 Bus to the laundry 
ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƛǘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ half mile 

away and a straight 
walk.  So I walk 
ŘǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ 
roller bag filled with 
dirty clothes behind 
ƳŜΦ  ²ƘŜƴ L ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  L ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀ нс 
kg machine and follow the English directions and soon my 
clothes 
are 
washing.  
The 
machine 
is so 
automatic 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
even need 
soap as it 

already is set up to add that.  After 35 minutes, 
the washer is done and I move the clothes over to 

the dryer for 30 minutes.  
And soon the clothes are 
done.  I fold them and 
walk back to the hotel. 
 
When I return to the 
hotel, my wife has been 
out grocery shopping 
and has bought juice, 

water, lunch meats, cheese, bananas, apples, bread, 
yogurt and a cucumber.  She did a good job.  We eat 
breakfast. 
 
Around 9:20 AM, we leave the hotel to go see Salzburg.  
CƛǊǎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǎ {ŀƭȊōǳǊƎΩǎ CƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ όCŜǎǘǳƴƎ 
IƻƘŜƴǎŀƭȊōǳǊƎύΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ флл ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ŎƭƛŦŦ-top fortress, 
one of the biggest and best preserved in Europe.  It 
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began as a small simple structure in 1077 by Gebhard von Helffenstein.  The fortress got its grandeur 
from Leonard von Keutschach, the prince-
archbishop of Salzburg from 1495 to 1519 and 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǳŘŀƭ ǊǳƭŜǊΦ 
 
We walk cross the Salzach River and walk back 
through historic Salzburg in looking for the 
correct path to the funicular ǳǇ ǘƻ {ŀƭȊōǳǊƎΩǎ 
Fortress.  But first we stop at the house where 
Mozart was born on January 27, 1756.  ItΩs 
brightly painted yellow and a large crowd from 
a Korean tour bus is amassed outside it. 
 
Leaving MozartΩs birthplace, we make a few 

wrong turns, but soon weΩre at the 
funicular station and have spent the 
ϵммΦрл όϷмсΦрлύ ŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ǊƻǳƴŘ-
trip on the funicular and admission to 
the fortress.  The funicular dates back to 
the late 1800s when it was used to ferry 
supplies up to the fortress via horse 
power.  Only in the 1960s did the 
funicular become motor driven.  The 
trip up takes a couple of minutes and 
climbs at what seems like a 45° slope. 
 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΣ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
they gave us a small map of the fortress 
so we begin looking at it blindly and 
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ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ not sure how much there is to see.  The first 
part to see are spectacular views looking down 
at Salzburg.  The weather is perfect with sun 
and enough clouds to give the sky some depth.  
We can clearly see all the historic section of 
Salzburg including the Dom and all the other 
many churches and squares.  We can also see 
the Salzach River and the rest of Salzburg to the 
north. 
 
We continue on into the fortress and note how 
clean it is and how few tourists there are.  This 

is like the opposite experience of the castle 
in Prague. 
 
After 
walking 
down the 
main 
thorough-
fare, we 
come to 
an 
archway 

that leads to an overlook of the backside of the fortress.  From here 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
south and southwest 
at snow-capped 
mountains that are across the border into Germany.  In 
ǘƘŜ ά{ƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƻƴ ¢ǊŀǇǇ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
escaping into these mountains, yet they would just be 
esŎŀǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ 
appears the bulk of everyday life exists for the people of 
{ŀƭȊōǳǊƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
where much of the Salzburg population lives.  The 
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mountains are hard to photograph as 
there are some clouds above and 
behind them.  The snow and even a 
few glaciers are just washed out too 
white to differentiate much with the 
clouds. 
 
We walk back into the fortress and 
debate what to see next.  I want to go 
into the main buildings while my wife 
wants to go explore the different views 
available around the sides.  She wins.  
We go through an arch on the eastern 
side and are soon going down steps 

which lead to a long ramp up the mountain to 
the fortress.  This is where the current walking 
path to the fortress arrives and was once where 
horses could pull loads up to the fortress.  
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǳƴƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 
bringing of supplies up.  From here there are 
some modest views to the east and of the 
Nonnberg Abbey, a convent that was used in the 
ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ {ƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎΦέ  ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 

walk-
ing up 
the 
ramp and are soon back to the main part of the fortress. 
 
bƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
agreed that 
ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
visit the main 
buildings of 
the fortress.  
This is where 
the museum 
is housed.  
We go from 
room-to-
room over several floors looking at the different exhibits.  The 

thing that struck me the most were 87 small gold coins that were 
discovered in the fortress in 1997.  Some workers were doing some work 
and under one of the floor boards were these gold coins from several 
centuries ago.  No one knows why they were there, but it highlights that 
there are probably other undiscovered mysteries yet to be learned in this 
fortress.  Another thing that was interesting to see was the room used as 
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the master bedroom along with its own toilet, a 
luxury at the time.  Other displays seemed 
almost random in nature from furniture to 
World War I artifacts.  In some of the rooms, 
the text was only in German so I missed 99.9% 
of the meaning. 
 
We return to the courtyard for a minute or so 
rest.  While I decide to go look at the view to 
the south again and see if the view of the 
mountains have improved, my wife and I 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L 

have her ticket for going down on the 
funicular, so I know she ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜΦ  
And, the views of the mountains are 
slightly better, although the colors are 
washed out. 
 
Not knowing where my wife is, I head 
to the one part of the castle neither of 
ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘΧ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜǊΦ  L ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǳǇΦ  ¸ŜǇΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
already on top of the tower enjoying 
the 360° view.  From here we have a 

more complete look at the entire ridge that the 
fortress sits.  To the west, we can see a 
footpath along the top of the ridge and some 
additional stone fortifications further away.  I 
want to explore over there later this afternoon. 
 

We descend from the tower and ride the 
funicular down the mountain back to historic 
Salzburg.  The exit from the funicular 
άŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘƭȅέ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
άƭŀǊƎŜǎǘέ ŀƳōŜǊ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƛdetracks 
my wife for awhile while I get some bonus time 
to sit and rest. 
 


