
30 
 

November 22, 2017  (Buenos Aires, Argentina) 
 
I was hoping to take a day trip out of Buenos Aires today, but 
my wife wants to spend another day seeing the sights of 

Buenos 
Aires.  
{ƘŜΩǎ 
been 
reading 
the 
guide-
book 
and has 
a list of 
Buenos 
Aires 
things 

ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ  !ƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ǎƘŜ 
wants the hotel breakfast for $108 ($7 US). 

 
We first walk over to the Plaza del Congreso, about a 5-10 min-
ute 
walk 
from 
our 
hotel.  
The 
plaza 
is a 
large 
park 
in 
front 
of the Palacio del Congreso, the large government building for 
the Argentine 
Congress.  It 

was completed in 1906 at well over budget and 
modeled after the U.S. Capitol building in Washington 

D.C.  Going 
inside for a 
tour is 
restricted to 
a few times 
each week, 
ǎƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
unable to go 
inside.  We do walk around the builŘƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀǎ L 
would expect. 
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From the Plaza del Congreso, we discover 
that this is a center for all the city buses.  But 
we also learn that the city buses use the 
same Subte card as the subway.  We must go 
to a nearby subway station to get more 
money put on our card. 
 
We take Bus #64 to La Boca.  During the 19th 

century, La Boca became the hone of Italian and 
{ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΦ  LǘΩǎ also the hometown of 
ŦŀƳƻǳǎ !ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΣ aŀǊŀŘƻƴŀΦ  LǘΩǎ 
also the neighborhood of famous Argentine 
artist, Benito Quinquela Martin who passed 
away about 40 years ago. 

 
La Boca looks to be a major tourist trap 
wutg multi-colored buildings, souvenir 
shops and touts everywhere trying to get 
you to pose for a photo with them.  Many 
of the restaurants have tango dancers 
trying to entice you in.  Our guidebook says 
this is a very dangerous neighborhood for 

non-locals and to stay clearly within the 
obvious tourist areas.  We stop at a small 

restaurant/tourist shop where I get a ham 
ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘΦ  aȅ ǿƛŦŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
 
We walk over to the waterfront of La Boca as 
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ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
promenade is multi-colored also, like much 
of La Boca. 
 
We take Bus #20 that goes back along the 
waterfront to the north.  My wife wants to 
see the sort of inland canal while I want to 
locate a bus terminal and verify that the bus 

departs there for Jorge Newbery Airport. 
 
We get off the bus near the Puente de la Mujer 

ό²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜύΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ōǊƛŘƎŜ 
was 
com-
pleted 
in 
2001 
and 
spans 
the 
canal.  

It sup-posedly rotates 90 degrees to allow 
boats to pass, but none are passing while we are there.  There are 
a few other interesting boats docked along the canal including the 
Corbeta 
Uruguay, 
a 46-foot 
long 
military 
ship that 
was 
decom-
mis-
sioned in 
1926 
after 52 
years of 
service 
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ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ !ƴǘŀǊŎǘƛŎŀΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
take the tour. 
 
Nearby we find the small bus station and 
confirm the times the bus departs for the 
airport. 
 
²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳƛŘ-
afternoon, we walk to Plaza San Martin via the 
pedestrian street, Florida.  The center of the 

plaza is a statue of José de San Martín, credited 
with liberating Argentina.  Nearby is the 
Monumento a los Caídos de Malvinas, a 
monument to all Argentine soldiers who died 
during the Falklands Island War of the early 
1980s.  !ƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƭƪ 
down to, is the Torre Monumental, a miniature 

ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ .ƛƎ .ŜƴΣ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ мфмсΦ  We sit 
on a bench in the plaza and enjoy a nice rest 
ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻŘŀy.  The plaza 
is shaded with many trees. 

 
We decide to walk back to the hotel and rest for a bit 
before looking for supper. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ 
around 6 PM or even 7 PM.  But the Argentine people 


